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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By now I’m sure everyone has heard the great news….SI Tech ranked #1 in NYC for Math and Science and 
#13 in the Nation overall! Amazing! Great job everyone!  Since August, The PTA has hit the ground running.  
We had an excellent turnout at our first PTA meeting and the Freshman Parent Social was also a success.  
Hopefully, the parents of upperclassmen were helpful in answering the questions the Freshman parents and 
guardians had, but if there are any more, we are always available to help.  Please note that you can reach 
the PTA via the school’s website; access www.siths.org then click on “School Info” and select 
“Departments.” You can also email me at MiniMac62@aol.com.  
 
October will be a busy month for the SITHS PTA.  The Parent Initiative Committee (”PIC”) will be meeting 
on Tuesday, October 18th at 7:30 p.m. and there will be a PTA General Membership Meeting on 
Thursday, October 13th at 7:15 pm following the PTA Executive Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m. On October 
5th  from 7-9 p.m., Tech will be hosting its annual High School Information Night,  where up to 3000 
people are expected to walk through our halls.  After their tour, the prospective students and their families 
will convene in the cafeteria, where the PTA will provide refreshments.   
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences are also coming up at the end of this month; evening conferences will be 
held on Thursday, October 27th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and afternoon conferences on Friday, October 28th from 
12:30-2:30 p.m.  This is a great opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and find out how he or she is 
doing in each class. 
 
As a preview for November, please mark your calendars for the following: PTA General Membership 
Meeting on Thursday, November 10th at 7:15 p.m.; PIC meeting on Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30 p.m. 
and our first major event, the PTA Holiday Fair on Saturday, November 19th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   The 
Raffle Basket Committee has been hard at work meeting every Monday night at 7 p.m. to assemble 
baskets.  Donations are still needed to stock each basket with tantalizing prizes; the better they are, the 
more tickets sold and the more money that is raised for our children.  Please don’t forget to ask local 
businesses that you patronize to make a donation to the PTA; gift certificates are especially welcome.  
Parents are also needed the day of the Holiday Fair to help sell tickets, even if for only a few hours during 
the day. 
 
Remember we, as parents, need to lead by example -- so get involved, stay informed and be a part of your 
child’s education. You might even have some fun along the way! 
 
Sincerely, 

Dawn Macchia  
PTA President 

Staten Island Technical High School  
Parent-Teacher Association 
485 Clawson Street, Staten Island, NY 10306-4254 
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STATEN ISLAND TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 
Vincent A. Maniscalco, Principal 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  
If SITHS is to maintain or exceed its standing as a school of educational excellence, it must 
continue to meet the challenge of improving on its previous best and be prepared to either match 
or exceed the performance and progress of other comparable schools.   
 
To meet this challenge, the SITHS School Leadership Team (SLT) will analyze trends and 
patterns in essential data relevant to student achievement.  It will also raise key questions that can 
possibly lead to the implementation of new schoolwide policies and/or practices. If you have a 
schoolwide concern that you wish to share with the team, please contact one of the following SLT 
Parent Representatives: 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
To ensure that parents / guardians are given ample opportunity to participate in the overall 
progress of their student, Tech offers the following services to further enhance parent knowledge 
and involvement:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are in need of a parent/guardian password for any of the above programs, please contact 
Barbara Malenfant, Parent Coordinator @ (718) 667-5725, ext 119.  
 
If you are not already aware, Tech continues to implement the Common Core State Standards as 
directed by the Department of Education.  These standards represent a set of expectations for 
student knowledge and skills that high school graduates need to master to succeed in college and 
careers.  You can view these standards online by going to http://www.corestandards.org/the-
standards. 
 
Staten Island Technical High School strongly values its “Partnership with Trust” that it has 
established with Tech’s PTA, and it will continually revisit its organizational design to promote 
active and meaningful parent/guardian schoolwide involvement.   
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        VINCENT A. MANISCALCO 

 

Dawn Macchia, PTA President  
Victoria Colella 
Sue Dietrich 
Richard Grado 
Pamela  Kelter 
Cindy Mastrota 

ARIS   
Pupil Path  (Online Grade Keeping) 
Daedalus 
SITHS Website   
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PTA General Membership Meeting Minutes – September 15, 2011 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:38PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Dawn Macchia, President, welcomed all parents and introduced the 2011-2012 PTA officers. 
 
Pam Kelter, Parliamentarian, gave an overview of the PTA Guidelines and Roberts Rule of Orders. Roberts Rule of 
Orders help the meetings run smoothly and ensure meetings are not monopolized by any one person or topic. 
Meetings are usually held in Room 110, which is smaller than the current venue. This makes the meetings more 
personal and everyone gets a chance to speak. Parents are encouraged to join. 
 
Pam Kelter made a motion to approve the May minutes, Lynn Yasuda seconded and minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Gina Angelico gave the Treasurer’s Report – The final income statement for last year was as follows: approx $69,000 
in revenue, approx $59,000 in expense and approx $10,000 net. The 2011-2012 budget was based on the 2010-2011 
budget. It is hopeful that there will be the same revenue and expense.  
 
Roy Danischewski, CPA agreed to prepare the IRS Form 990 on a pro-bono basis as he has done in the past for the 
PTA.  
 
Caroline Trimarchi made a motion to approve the budget, Julie Larsen seconded and the motion was approved.   
 
Correspondence: 
Lynn Yasuda, Corresponding Secretary stated the PTA received two thank you letters. Ms. Fusaro emailed a thank 
you letter and made a monetary donation, as well as donated 2 gift certificates to the Holiday Fair. Ms. Pugliese sent a 
thank you for the breakfast and stated the PTA is the best. 
 
Principal’s Greeting: 
Mr. Maniscalco stated this year was the best opening for the school year he has had in the past 40 years and he 
thanked the staff, parents and students for that.  
 
All textbooks are barcoded for tracking, but it is the hope to have e-books for all students. The e-books will be different 
chapters of different books depending on the course of study. 
 
Students can be on one of two schedules this year -- schedules are either periods 1 – 8 or 2 – 9, depending on the 
student’s program. 
 
There is a minimum of 70 students needed for the Senior Trip. This is the only trip sanctioned by the school. There has 
been talk among the students of organizing their own trip. This trip is not sanctioned by the school and the school is 
not providing chaperones. 
 
Teachers are being encouraged to attend PTA meetings. This is not the time for personal questions about your child, 
but a chance for the teachers to inform the parents of the curriculum. 
 
President’s Report: 
The President’s Report was given by Dawn Macchia. The PTA meetings will be as productive as possible. Having the 
teachers involved in the PTA will create a Partnership with Trust. The teachers want to know what the PTA is doing, 
just as the parents want to know what the teachers are doing with their child. 
 
Parent involvement is crucial to the PTA and to your child. Parents that are involved create children that are also 
involved. You do not have to commit a lot of time. The PTA is committed to spending monies raised on technology in 
the classroom and education enhancement. A Fundraising Initiative letter will be going out asking each family for $150. 
Last year, $22,000 was raised. This is not mandatory and any donation would be greatly appreciated. Some of the 
items include, but are not limited to; netbooks, e-readers and equipment for the science lab. A new phone system is 
also needed. This will call parents automatically with any upcoming information. There were no objections to any of 
these items. 
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Faculty Greeting: 
Ms. Sanguinedo and Ms. Fusaro welcomed the parents. Auditions for SING have begun. Feel free to contact either of 
them with any questions. E-mail is often the best way. They thanked the parents in advance for the support in the 
classroom and with the initiatives. The school thrives on students as well as parents. Parents are needed to make 
things successful. 
 
Ms. Sanguinedo also notified parents that the classrooms are peanut free zones. There are many students with 
extreme peanut allergies. Please do not send your child to school with a snack that contains peanuts, this includes trail 
mix and granola bars. 
 
Mr. Manzo – Please email him if any situation arises. There will be emails sent out about student activities and 
community service. If you do not have a Naviance account, please contact the Parent Coordinator, Barbara Malenfant 
for log in information. Dawn Macchia stated all the AP’s and teachers are great with responding to parents. If you need 
help or have a question, please feel free to email. 
 
Parent Coordinator Report: 
Barbara Malenfant, Parent Coordinator, welcomed parents to the new school year.  
 
SERP and Dr. Davis are looking for parent and community involvement. If you or someone you know are interested, 
please let us know. 
 
Websites: Naviance is used for all emails to parents. Please contact Barbara for your log in information if you are not 
registered. Naviance is also used for the college application process. There will be parent information sessions. Please 
contact Barbara for an appointment. Pupil Path: Shows real time grades and attendance, homework assignments and 
grades. The site was just updated and any input is welcome. Aris tracks student grades before high school and 
moving on. Tech’s website, www.siths.org, is updated frequently with info.  There is an annual calendar and sidebar 
menu, as well as references. 
 
Lunch forms have been given out to all students, except seniors. The State requires all students to fill out the form. If 
you are not applying for free or reduced lunch, please only fill out your child’s name and sign the bottom. All forms 
must be returned by next week. It can be filled out online at: www.nyc.gov/accessnyc. 
 
Mylunchmoney.com – your child will have a new password. There is no card swiping. Please email Barbara with any 
questions. 
 
For the first month of school, the daily announcements can be checked for club meetings. A set schedule of meetings 
will be made in October.  
 
Special School Meetings: 
Dawn Macchia asked parents to look over the list of meetings in need of parent representation. The parents are asked 
to attend the meetings and report back to the PTA. As PTA President, Dawn has to sit on the Presidents Council, but 
since she is a school teacher, Dawn has designated Sue Dietrich to take her place. 
 
Federation Delegates: 2 parents are needed to commit to one meeting a month. The school has three seats (3 votes) 
-- Sue Dietrich and two others. 
Consultative Council is a collaboration of parents, students and teachers. 3 or 4 parents are needed. 
Holiday Fair committee: Last year the Holiday Fair made approx $10,000. Parent involvement is needed.  For the 
Basket Committee, please only volunteer if you are available for every meeting. 
Fashion Show: held in March, last year it brought in approx $20,000. 
Field Committee – We are the only field on Staten Island (once Wagner is complete) to not have a new field. Terry 
DeMeo is the Chairperson. Parents are welcome to help in the effort. 
Parent Initiative Committee (PIC) - This committee is an opportunity for parent ideas to become reality – e.g., SAT 
Prep, College Trips, Art Programs. 
Chaperones are needed at school events. The upcoming Halloween Dance is Oct 28th.Chaperones needed.  
Bake Sales – Pam Kelter runs bake sales for teams and clubs. Bakes sales have raised up to $600. 
Newsletter- Team parents are needed to send in team information. Parents are also needed to help proof and 
distribute the newsletter.  
Baking – Food and water at some school events are either baked or bought by parents. Emails asking for help will be 
sent out. 
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Please email Dawn @ minimac62@aol.com if you are interested in serving on a committee. 
 
Dawn Macchia spoke about pretzel sales. At many school events, the SO and/or PTA purchase pretzels to sell. The 
SO and PTA would like to purchase a pretzel machine to keep the pretzels warm. The cost would be approximately 
$500 for the machine. The SO has agreed to pay for 50%. Pam Kelter made a motion to spend up to $300 on a pretzel 
warmer with the match of SO funds. There were 3 objections, rest approved. 
 
Please email Dawn with any topics you would like to be discussed at future PTA meetings. Being part of the PTA may 
take a lot, but it makes it a better experience as a parent. PTA parents are in the know regarding everything that goes 
on in the school and can share with others. 
 
New Business: 
Target – Take Charge of Education – register your Target card and a % of each of your purchases will be donated to 
the school. 
 
5 Below will donate 20% of purchases made between Sept. 30th and Oct 2nd to Tech.  
 
There will be a Freshman Parent Social on Wednesday Sept. 21st at 7PM. This is a time for parents/guardians of 
freshmen to talk and ask upper classmen parents any questions they have in a social setting. This is not an event for 
the students. 
 
Fran Gallina made a motion to adjourn, Gina Angelico second. Meeting adjourned at 8:47PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Julie Larsen 
 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 

 
Thursday Oct. 27 (6:30-8:30 PM)  
& Friday Oct. 28 (12:30-2:30 PM) 

 
 
 
       
 

See you there! 
 

*************************************************** 
 

It is the policy of the Department of Education not to discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, creed, national origin, age, handicapping condition, 

sexual orientation, or in its educational programs, activities, and 
employment policies, as required by law. 
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Staten Island Technical High School PTA 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
July 1, 2011 through September 30, 2011 

 
 
 
 

    Actual  
    thru 9/30/11 

Income     
 Fundraising ($150 Donation)  $               250.00   
 Membership Dues                   415.00   
 Holiday Fair (all)                     45.00   
 Fashion Show (all)                     33.00   
 Graduation Tea Donations                     10.00   
 Newsletter Advertisements                   340.00   
 Bake Sale Fundraising                   613.27   
 Zumba Fundraising                   590.00   
 T-shirts                    675.00   
 Installation dinner                     30.00   
 Miscellaneous Fundraising                           -     

Total Income   $            3,001.27   
      

Expenses     
    TV/Film Studio Support  $                 32.00   
 Naviance                 1,359.70   
 Gifts to School (Gym Curtains - 1/2 paid / 1/2 
due) 

               2,925.00   

 Sports Program Support                     75.00   
 Holiday Fair Expenses (Café/Baskets)                   811.96   
 Fashion Show Caterer/DJ/Prizes/Printing                     34.11   
 Postage                    268.95   
 Printing/Supplies                   305.48   
 Hospitality                      76.21   
 Federation Dues / Boosters / Other                   150.00   
 Teachers' Recognition/Articulation                   331.78   
 Sunshine Club                     92.38   
 Zumba Expense                   260.00   
 Misc / Other Expenses                           -     
 Freshman Parent Social                     52.25   

Total Expenses   $            6,774.82   
      

Net Surplus (Deficit)  $           (3,773.55)  
      

Beginning Cash Balance at July 1st              38,531.46   
 Adj for check not cashed                     16.67   

Total Cash at End of Period              34,774.58   
Amount Designated for                            -     
Operating (General Fund) Cash at end of period  $          34,774.58   

   	
   	
   	
  
Prepared by Sue Dietrich, PTA Treasurer   
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Parent Initiative Committee Minutes  
September 20, 2011 

 
Meeting was called to order.  
  
Luis Cruz (Chair) gave out hand outs of the P.I.C. Process.  Hand out to be placed in the next newsletter. 
 
Mr. Maniscalco reported on the Studio’s status.  The modifications and works done over the summer on the 
studio have been very positive, with the Fire Detection System now needing to have a final inspection done 
by the Fire Department.  Due to the timing of all the construction and the latest guidelines and laws that 
were updated, the concern will be if the Studio’s system will be inspected under the old guidelines or the 
new guidelines.  Mr. Maniscalco also gave a very favorable update on the overall works on the entire 
building.   
 
Dawn Macchia gave an update on the Zumba continuing classes.  The fundraiser that was thought would 
be good for a few sessions, has turned out to be great with a growing and dedicated following.  Mary, 
Instructor of the latest Zumba sessions, will begin on Wednesday October 12.  The new format of pay as 
you go has been a big hit.  The Prepayment does offer a discount, but the option of both coincides with the 
various types of participants.  Come once, twice or make it your mission to master the Zumba crave. 
 
The SAT prep courses will begin again.  It was discussed that all vendors will have to follow Tech’s 
schedules.  The issues of pre post, more teaching and amount of breaks were discussed and will be 
addressed with all vendors for the upcoming classes. 
 
Luis Cruz spoke on wanting to get the “APP” Alumni Parent Partnerships up and running. To establish a 
group of parents of Tech Alumni’s that have expressed desire and loyalty in supporting any of S.I. Tech 
endeavors.  In creating this database Luis will be utilizing Barbara Malenfant’s expertise, and wealth of 
information of those parents.  Luis will be meeting with Barbara and possibly Tech’s A.P.’s to establish a 
data base and agenda for this partnership. 
 
The topic of college trips was brought up.  Ideas were discussed on possible dates of future trips, length 
and type of trips, such as one day, over night or weekend trips.  Ownership or who should be in control of 
the planning and execution of the trips was discussed.  A website was given to Luis for a possible 
partnership with a college for SI Tech trips.  Luis will review and get back to Barbara and Liliana Leonforte.  
 
For NEW BUSINESS, there was Maria Sobota with Pamela Kelter who brought up the idea a fundraiser that 
would allow parents and students to purchase a “leaf” to be permanently displayed at Tech on a Donor 
Tree.   With a design to be discussed and settled on at a future date, the leg work will begin to establish the 
cost of the project from the design, installation, and ongoing engraving.  This will determine how realistic 
moving on this project will be. 
 
With no more new business meeting was adjourned. 

   CALENDAR 
Tuesday October 18, 2011  6:30pm 
Tuesday November 22, 2011  6:30pm 
Tuesday December 13, 2011  6:30pm 
Tuesday January 24, 2012  6:30pm 
Tuesday February 14, 2012  6:30pm 
Tuesday March 20, 2012               6:30pm 
Tuesday April 17, 2012   6:30pm 
Tuesday May 22, 2012   6:30pm      (Final Meeting) 
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WHAT IS PIC ANYWAY??? 

 
The Parent’s Imitative Committee (P.I.C.) is a standalone committee that was established to unite parents, 
administration and teachers to dialogue and in taking ownership of projects, for the ongoing issues of Staten Island 
Technical High School.  These issues can stem from the need of more arts programs, to the SITHS bus trips visiting 
various colleges desired by our students. 
All of these successful projects that have come from the PIC have developed and kept the well roundness of the 
student’s curriculum.  And the trips and site visits have ensured the excitement and information that have led to the 
well educated decision making for both the parents and students for a college and a great career. 
 
The P.I.C. process is as follows: 
-Meetings or session gatherings to be held monthly within the school year. 

-Meetings will have several Topics and or Projects discussed. 

-A parent or group of parents elects to take “Ownership” of a project. Ownership requires simply the 
assembling of information on the project.an a monthly follow up on status on any ongoing project(s) for 
Board meeting reporting by Committee Chair. 

Some of the major successes of P.I.C. include: 

• The Coordination of three campus tours to SUNY Binghamton, Cornell, SUNY Albany, Sienna, St. 
Rose, Drexel, and University of Pennsylvania.  

• Researched and facilitated the planning of a proposed bus tour to John Hopkins and other 
Washington D.C. area schools.  

• Researched, recommended and coordinated the first New York City High School on-site Arts 
program with the Guggenheim Museum.  

• Researched and recommended the purchase of Web-based Rosetta Stone Russian Language 
license.  

• Researched and recommended the purchase of a Polycom audio conference phone to open 
communications to parents and faculty unable to attend meetings in-person.  

• Participated with the Health Committee the 2009/2010 year’s Health Week, opened communications 
with the DOE Executive Chef and promoted better reporting of calorie content on the school menus.  

• Organized multiple Career Day events attracting guest speakers in both legal and health services 
careers.  

• Refocused on the Field Committee efforts to reach political representatives that secured funding for 
both the Tennis Court renovation Facilitated SAT Preparatory courses with multiple vendors at 
discounted prices.  

• Organized a CPR certification course with the Staten Island Heart Society. 

Please be part of this very exciting and motivating committee.  It’s a forum, like the General PTA meetings, 
where all are heard for the sakes of the students, our children.  Unlike the scope of other committees, P.I.C. 
is not limited to topics or agenda, although we do coordinate and team up with the other great committees in 
their endeavors.  P.I.C. has a structured agenda and schedule in its meetings for a better and quick pace.  
However it also caters to the flexibility of the parents / owners schedules. As a parent, husband, employee, 
coach, and involved in the PTA, I truly understand how TIME is a true commodity.  And the PTA & P.I.C. 
both appreciate and value such investment in your part that is given to a such rewarding and well worth 
mission, as your child’s education and well being. 
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OCTOBER PTA MEETING AND EVENT SCHEDULE 

 
Monday      3rd                7:00 PM Holiday Fair Basket Preparation (C 54) 
Wed            5th           6:00 PM      SITHS Open House for prospective students  
Thursday    6th           6:30 PM     Junior College Info Night (auditorium) 
Tuesday     11th          7:00 PM Holiday Fair Basket Preparation (C 54) 
Wed            12th         7:00 PM      PTA Zumba Class (Dance Gym –Rm. C9) 
Thursday    13th         6:30 PM      PTA Executive Board Meeting (Rm. 110) 
                                   7:15 PM PTA General Membership Meeting (Rm. 110)  
Monday     17th          7:00 PM Holiday Fair Basket Preparation (C 54) 
Tuesday    18th          4:00 PM      School Leadership Team Meeting (Room 110) 
                                   6:30 PM      Parent Initiative Committee Meeting (PIC) (Rm. 110) 
Wed           19th          7:00 PM      PTA Zumba Class (Dance Gym –Rm. C9) 
Tuesday     25th             7:00 PM      Holiday Fair Basket Preparation (C 54) 

Wed            26th         7:00 PM     PTA Zumba Class (Dance Gym –Rm. C9) 
Friday         28th         7:00 PM     Halloween Dance (Student Cafeteria) 

 
 
 

BAKE SALE!!! 
 

October 27is the date for the PTA's next Bake Sale. Items will 
be sold outside the cafeteria during periods 4, 5 and 6. 

 
     
The proceeds of the September Bake Sale will be going to The SI Tech PTA Holiday Fair.  
Please contact Pam Kelter at pkelter2000@yahoo.com if your club wants to participate in a future 
Bake Sale. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letters regarding Staten Island Tech’s Fundraising Initiative will be mailed out soon. 
We are once again counting on the generosity of our parents to help jumpstart new 

SI Tech projects in order to continue improving upon our already great school! 
 

Thanks for your anticipated support! 
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ROBERT J. ANDREWS 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION 
 

 
We’ve had a great start to the school year.  Student attendance is again very high.  As of September 21, 
2011, the current attendance rate was 99.0%.  Congratulations to both students and parents/guardians!  
  
College Preparation Day – October 12, 2011 
 PSAT Exam      7:45 a.m. – 10:53 a.m. 

Special Senior Activities    9:15 a.m. – 10:53 a.m. 
 Classes Resume (Periods 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9)     10:57 a.m. –  2:31 p.m. 
 Dismissal for period 9 classes    2:31 p.m. 
 

Seniors 
Separate plans are being made for seniors.  Information will be forthcoming and all seniors are 
expected to be in attendance.    

 
Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Students 

Report to school at 7:35 a.m. for the administration of the PSAT/NMSQT.  All 9th, 10th and 11th grade 
students are scheduled to take this national qualifying exam.  Students are to bring No. 2 pencils 
with erasers and a calculator (calculators will not be provided). 

 
It is essential that all students arrive on time.  Once the exam commences, classes will not be 
disrupted to admit a student who arrives late. 

 
PSAT Exam Information 

The PSAT Student Bulletin has been distributed to your child.  Please review this bulletin with your child.  It 
contains a section entitled Prepare for the Test and Full Length Practice Test.  The practice test will 
cover each section of the PSAT and prepare your child for the actual exam.  Classroom learning is the basis 
for test questions so the best way students can prepare is to get familiar with the test and its format.  
(Freshmen receive this bulletin upon payment for the exam.) 
 
Only freshman students are required to pay for the exam.  The New York City Department of 
Education is paying for all sophomore and junior students.  The deadline for payment of the $16.00 
registration fee is Wednesday, September 28, 2011.  Please send a check payable to Staten Island 
Technical High School immediately if you have not yet sent one.  Students are to see their guidance 
counselor should they need financial assistance in paying for the exam.  All freshman, sophomore, and 
junior students are scheduled to take this important exam. 
 
Students can expect to receive their results before the winter recess in December.  An online feature called 
MY ROAD: Dynamic Online Career, Major, and College Exploration Tool will be available to all students 
after they receive their PSAT exam results in December.  They will receive their scores in critical reading, 
math reasoning, and writing.  Students will be able to see which questions they answered correctly or 
incorrectly and attain the national percentile of their performances.   
 

School Policies 
The Attendance Committee and School Safety Committee have worked hard to establish written policies 
regarding attendance, lateness, student dress code and academic honesty code.  It is with the full support 
of the entire Staten Island Technical High School community that these policies are now in place and 
enforced.  Please contact Ms. Barbara Malenfant, Parent Coordinator or myself should you have any 
questions.  
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Copies of the following policies were distributed to every student during the first week of classes: 
Academic Honesty Code 
Lateness to School 
Standards for Class Participation  
NYC DOE Discipline Code 
 
Please review these policies with your child so they can continue to uphold the high standards of Staten 
Island Technical High School. 
 
Questions regarding the policies may be addressed to Ms. Kirschbaum, Dean, at extension 230 or               
Ms. Moschetta, Dean, at extension 230; Ms. Malenfant, Parent Coordinator, at extension 119; or myself at 
extension 125. 
 

School Safety 
It is extremely important for your child to safeguard his/her valuables at all times.  This is especially true 
during Physical Education classes.  Some students are tempted to leave their locker unlocked in order to 
save time after class.  Remind your child never to leave their locker unlocked nor share their 
combination with anyone. 
 

Inclement Weather 
In the event of inclement weather, please listen closely to the broadcast news coverage on local radio and 
television stations.  Should schools be closed, students are not to attend.  Staff and supervisors will not be 
in attendance.  Parents who work should plan alternate arrangements for the care of their children. 
 

Report Cards 
Wednesday, October 19 will mark the end of the first marking period.  Report cards will be distributed to 
parents/guardians on Thursday, October 27 in the auditorium beginning at 5:30 p.m., prior to 
Parent/Teacher Conferences. 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher conferences will be held as follows: 

 
October 27-Evening session-6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

October 28-Afternoon session-12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 
Home Emergency Contact Cards (Blue Cards) 
Should you have a change in any of your contact information, (cell phone, home phone, home address, 
etc.) please have your child ask the nurse for a new blue card for you to fill out to keep all emergency 
contact information up to date. 
 
Lunch Forms 
Thank you for submitting a School Lunch Form.  It is required that 100% of our students complete the 
application whether or not you are not applying for free or reduced lunch.  If you still have not submitted an 
application additional forms are available in the General Office, room 119 or you may apply online at: 
www.nyc.gov/accessnyc  . 
 
Health & Fitness 
Thank you to Shelley Jain, Health & Fitness Student Leader, for organizing this year’s activities.  The format 
for this year will be monthly (throughout the year) rather than focusing on a single week.  For September, 
the Nutrition Committee has been providing nutrition tips during the morning announcements.  Students 
who are interested in serving on the committee should see me in room 123. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert J. Andrews 
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Mark Erlenwein ‘92, Assistant Principal 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS 
AND ENGINEERING 

Merlenw@schools.nyc.gov 
 
 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM NEWS Ð Reprinted from last month. 

All students registered for Advanced Placement Classes are required to sit for the Advanced Placement 
Exams. The cost for each exam is $87. The College Board offers a price reduction based on income. If you 
feel you qualify, see Mr. Erlenwein in room 219. Students who receive Reduced or Free lunch will receive 
an invoice with the price reduction applied automatically. Payments are made via the Online SO Store by 
credit card via our school’s webpage, or in the SO Store by check made out to “SI Technical High School”. 
This year we will again be charging late fees for payments past due as per the following schedule:  
 
       By Check via SO Store *SI Tech Online Store 

Payments made by October 22  $87 per exam    $93 
 Payments after October 22              $98 per exam    $105 
            *5% service charge 
Do the math, pay by October 22 and SAVE! 
 
SCIENCE- MATHEMATICS- ENGINEERING  TUTORING 
Tutoring is available during all lunch periods as well as some other times. Students are urged to take 
advantage of this excellent resource to achieve the highest level of performance in class. What a great 
place to get some homework done as well! Click here, to visit the online tutoring schedule. 
 

Tutoring Period Room Teacher 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

9 243 Brandon, B. 
1 243 D’Anna, J. 
6 243 Davis, J. 
8 243 Ferrigno, R. 

4W-6MTRF 243 Fertoli, J. 
4 243 Irizarry, C. 
4 243 Labora, E. 

4WF-5TR-9M 243 Olsen, E. 
5 243 Zeh, C. 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 

4 243 Asher, L. 
- - Bergstrom, J. 
8 243 Chester, K. 
1 243 Koutsovasilis 
1 243 Partnow, S. 
6 243 Polizzi, C. 
1 243 Ravitz, L. 
8 243 Scavo, H. 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

5 235 Barone, A. 
4 237 Jost, D. 
6 257 Mazza, F. 
4 C-37 Raile, S. 
4 258 Wantowski, M. 
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SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS ACCELERATION Q & A 
 
QUESTION 1:  My child started at SI Tech taking Algebra (not Geometry). I am told this may put him at a 
disadvantage in the college application process (especially if interested in engineering), because he will not 
be on track to take Calculus by the time he is a senior. I believe he’ll take Algebra, Geometry, Trig, Pre-Calc 
over the four years.  1) Is this true? 2) If true, then should he take pre-calc College Now at CSI course 
during summer between Junior/Senior year to qualify for Calculus at SI Tech when he’s a senior? 
 
ANSWER 1:  
Students who start with Algebra in the 9th grade typically have the following sequence if they do nothing at 
all and simply follow the sequence: 
 
Algebra (9th), Geometry(10th), Trig(11th), Pre-Calc (12th) 
 
Students who take Algebra in the 9th grade and wish to accelerate have a limited opportunity to take Pre-
Calculus over the summer, prior to their senior year at the College of Staten Island's College Now program. 
Space is limited and it is a first come, first serve basis. If the student takes the Pre-Calculus course and 
receives an A in the course, they would be placed in Calculus, or AP Calculus AB or BC, depending on 
availability of seats and a recommendation from their previous math teachers indicating their ability to 
handle the AP course. Therefore, their possible sequence could be: 
 
Algebra (9th), Geometry(10th), Trig(11th), Pre-Calc (Summer before12th), Calculus or AP Calculus 
AB/BC(12th) 
 
 
QUESTION 2: My child started at SI Tech taking Living Environment (not Chemistry).  Same question as 
above, but which College Now, or other outside courses can he take to accelerate his science curriculum to 
make him stand out in the college application process? 
 
ANSWER 2: 
Actually, only 10% of every 9th grade class contains students who are accelerated in Science, meaning, 
they are starting High School with Living Environment completed and begin in the 9th grade with Chemistry.  
 
While this acceleration concludes the Regents Science sequence by the end of the 10th grade, it doesn't 
create enough room in the 11th grade schedule to take 2 AP Science Courses. Typically, students who wish 
to take an AP Science course in the 11th grade can only fit one AP Science course in their schedule 
(accelerated with Regents Physics, or non-accelerated with Regents Physics as an 11th grader). For 
example: 
 
NON-ACCELERATED SCIENCE SEQUENCE: 
9th - Living Environment 
10th Ð Chemistry and if acceptedÉ SERP (Science Engineering Research Program)  
11th - Physics and if accepted AP Bio or AP Chem or AP Psych or SERP 
12th -  if accepted . . . AP Bio or AP Chem or AP Physics B or AP Physics C or AP Psych or SERP or 
Forensics Science* 
 
ACCELERATED SCIENCE SEQUENCE:  
9th - Chemistry 
10th - Physics 
11th - if acceptedÉ AP Bio or AP Chem or AP Physics B or AP Physics C or AP Psych or SERP or 
Forensics Science 
12th - if acceptedÉ AP Bio or AP Chem or AP Physics B or AP Physics C or AP Psych or SERP or 
Forensics Science* 

*In the 12th grade, in some cases it is possible for a student to take two AP Science Courses. 
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Noelle Sanguinedo ‘96, Assistant Principal 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, FOREIGN LANGUAGE,  

PERFORMING ARTS, MUSIC AND HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
(718) 667-5725 ext. 331 

ncibelli@schools.nyc.gov 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
Staten Island Tech’s annual Open House is scheduled for Wednesday, October 5, 2011.  ALL Student 
Organization Officers and delegates, along with NHS officers and delegates are expected to come out and 
represent their school.  Please see Mrs. Sanguinedo in room 331 for your assignments on that evening.  
Let’s put our best foot forward! 
 
CONTEST WINNERS! 
Congratulations to Adam Kruchkow who was recently named the American Council of Teachers of Russian 
Scholar Laureate for 2011!   
 
Congratulations to Megan Yuan who received an honorable mention in the Sixth Japan Center Essay 
Competition for her essay “The Moment, the Utopia, the Destination”! 
 

CONTESTS THIS MONTH 
4th Annual ChildrenÕs Drawing Competition Ð ÒChildren Are Drawing Their Russian World Ð The World of 
Russian WordÓ Ð See Mrs. Ushakova for details. 
 
7th Japan Center Essay Competition 

• Must be 13 yrs. of age or older 
• Must be a U.S. citizen or legal U.S. resident 
• Write 750 words, 1.5 spacing, 12 pt. font – Topic: Discuss one or more aspects of Japan in relation 

to your personal views, experiences and/or future goals. 
• Deadline December 22nd to Mrs. Sanguinedo 

 
FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights in Education) Ð fourth annual ÒFreedom in AcademiaÓ student essay 
contest. 

• Must be a high school senior 
• Write a 800 – 1,000 word, in-depth essay – Topic: Why is free speech important at our nation’s 

colleges and universities? 
• Deadline November 1st to Mrs. Sanguinedo 

Open Call for the Alliance for Young WriterÕs 2012 Ð See Mrs. Sanguinedo for details.  
 
RUSSIAN EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Preparation for the Moscow Exchange program is already underway.  Mrs. Levina and Mrs. Sokolovski 
have begun preparing and held and information sessions with parents and students.  We anticipate the 
arrival of the Russian students in late October to be filled with excitement.  It is through dedication and 
diligence of all involved that the program continues to be a success here at Tech after twenty-two years.  
 

EUROPEAN EXCURSION _ JULY 2012 
We are planning an excursion with ACIS Tour Company this July to Madrid, Barcelona, Provence, Nice, 
Florence and Rome! 3 countries in 15 days!  This trip is open to ALL students, Freshman through Senior, as 
well as parents who might be interested.  To find out more about the upcoming excursion, “Mediterranean 
Summer” in July 2012, stop by room 331 to see Mrs. Sanguinedo, or email her at 
nsanguinedo@schools.nyc.gov.   
 
 
Please feel free to contact me throughout the year with questions and concerns.  
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Joseph Manzo ‘97, Assistant Principal 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES, 

GUIDANCE (PPS) AND COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
Jmanzo2@schools.nyc.gov 

 
National Honor Society 
 
Getting involved at Tech is easy.  One of the many places to find a current list of Community Service 
opportunities is with the Gulls Give Back Newsletter.  Sent at least one time per month, the newsletter 
preared by the NHS has special activities, job opportunities, internships, community service positions 
advertised.  Make sure you check your email and READ the Gulls Give Back Newsletter. This is sent via the 
Naviance email system.  To read the most recent version, follow this link: 
https://www.box.net/shared/9ev8fzs99kcn2ej7po7i  
 
College Office 
 
Junior College Information Night - Thursday October 6th at 7pm - Auditorium 
This event is for 11th grade students and parents / guardians.  Please attend this very important meeting to 
learn about the steps that must be taken this year in the college application process. 
 
Important Due Dates for 12th graders 
 
This information is for students and parents / guardians of the class of 2011.  We hope you all benefited 
from the Senior College Application meeting held on September 14, 2011.  Students who did not attend this 
meeting MUST see Ms. Leonforte immediately to get important documents handed out that evening. 
 
Thank you for attending. We hope that the information provided will aid you in your future goals. Here are 
reminders of due dates in the pre-application and application process. Also find attached helpful step-by-
step instructions for the completion of the Naviance portion of the pre-application process. These directions 
are important regarding the College Application Process. 
 
Reminders: 
 
These are the things that were to be completed before Wednesday, September 28th: 
 Detailed instructions were given out that night and have been emailed to you via Naviance:  
These Naviance directions include: 
-Updating your email and personal biographical info.  
- Completing the FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act) Consent Form  
- Completing My Game Plan  
- Completing My Resume 
- Completing My Test Scores 
- Completing My Colleges 
- Adding your Teachers in the recommendation section  
 
These are the things that need to be completed before Monday, October 3rd: 
Update your NHS / Scholarship Committee Student Profile 
If you have lost your username or never logged in last year, email nhs.siths@gmail.com for assistance. If 
you forgot your password there is a link on the site that will assist you. 
You may access your NHS profile at the following web address: http://www.sithsstudent.com/  
All students are required to complete the profile for consideration for entry into the NHS and for scholarships 
and awards from the SITHS Scholarship Committee. Make sure to update it with all of the things you have 
been doing since the last time you accessed it. 
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If you are not currently in the NHS and wish to be considered you must email nhs.siths@gmail.com with the 
following statement, “I wish to be considered for entry into the NHS.” 
 
 
College Visits – 11th and 12th graders 
 
Representatives from Colleges have been scheduled to visit Staten Island Tech to discuss admissions and 
student life in their school. The SITHS College Office schedules these representatives to help you in your 
journey to selecting and being admitted to the school of your choice. For a complete list of schools that are 
scheduled, you must check NAVIANCE, click the "colleges" tab and click on the "view all upcoming college 
visits" link. You should check this daily, as the list of schools is updated constantly. 
 
IMPORTANT - In order for you to schedule attendance at one of these sessions, you must print a College 
Visit Pass from Naviance. If you have lunch or a free period during the scheduled visit, please carry the 
pass with you. If you have a scheduled class during the session, please have this pass signed by the class 
period teacher. You will only be allowed to participate in this particular (or any) college visit with the signed 
consent of the teacher whose class this visit may conflict with. Teachers can decline this consent. If there 
are any questions, please see Mrs. Leonforte in the College Office - Room 139.  
 
Continue to check Naviance daily and visit the school's website www.siths.org (http://www.siths.org) for 
important notices regarding school visits and admissions deadlines 
 
Scholarship Coordinator 
 
Valentina Vinci will be working with our students again this year as scholarship coordinator. She will be 
posting available scholarships on Naviance and connecting with students who have been nominated by our 
scholarship committee. Please feel free to contact her with any questions or to schedule an appointment to 
meet with her by e-mail at scholarships.siths@gmail.com.  Evening meeting times are available. 
 
As a reminder, there are numerous scholarship opportunities available that can be found on both Naviance 
(https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/colleges/scholarship) and FastWeb 
(http://www.fastweb.com/). 
If you represent an organization or business that is awarding scholarships, please contact Ms. Vinci with 
any information so that it can include it in our database. 

 
AP World History / PSAT  
 
As you may remember, Staten Island Tech uses the scores from the PSAT in the Advanced Placement 
Course Selection Criteria for some classes.  This includes the AP World History course.  Students in the 9th 
grade will be selected for entry into this course in the spring term of the 9th grade.  It is important that they 
take make note of the importance of the PSAT exam even at this early point. 
************************************************************************************ 
 

S.I. TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 
INFORMATION NIGHT 

 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH   7:00PM – 9:00PM 

 
Prospective students and their parents are invited to tour the school, meet the  

Staff & students and learn about the programs and admission policies  
at Staten Island Technical High School. 
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2011 / 2012 Guidance Counselor Student Caseloads 
How do I know which Guidance Counselor my son / daughter has? 

Please use this chart.  In a few rare cases some students may have a different guidance counselor than what this chart 
shows, but for the most part this is a great reference.  To determine your son / daughter’s Guidance Counselor just 

check their homeroom and refer to this. 
 Lisa Barnett 

Extension 141 
LBarnet2@schools.nyc.gov 

Margaret Ferrigno 
Extension 132 

MFerrigno@schools.nyc.gov 

Cathy Ginos 
Extension 135 

CImbesi@schools.nyc.gov 
Grade Homeroom Homeroom Homeroom 

9 151 
152 
153 
154 

155 
A57 
A59 

156 
157 
158 
159 

 
10 141 

142 
143 

144 
145 
146 
A43 
A46 
A48 

147 
148 
149 

 
11 131 

132 
133 

134 
135 
136 
A32 
A33 
A37 
A38 

137 
138 
139 

 
12 121 

122 
123 
124 

A21 
A22 
A23 
A24 
A25 
A26 
A27 

125 
126 
127 
128 

 
 *Child Abuse Prevention Liaison  

*Programming Liaison 
*All IEP students. 
*Special Education Liaison 
*Child Abuse Prevention Liaison  

*Suicide Prevention Liaison 

To make Contact with our College Guidance Counselor, Liliana Leonforte: 
Extension 139 

LLeonforte@schools.nyc.gov  
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COLLEGE CORNER 
Liliana Leonforte - College/Guidance Counselor 

Lleonforte@schools.nyc.gov 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 As we transition from the relaxing days of summer to one of the busiest times of the year, the 
College Office is prepared to handle the college applications for the seniors and the preparation of the 
juniors for the college search and selection process. 
 
Senior Parents/Guardians:   
 
I’d like to thank everyone who attended the Senior and Parent/Guardian Information night on September 
14th.  For those who were not able to attend the evening session, please have your child come to the 
College Office to pick up their folder.  This folder contains vital information on the procedure to submit 
college applications along with items directly related to Senior year. In order for the College Office to 
assemble and submit your child’s supporting documents for their applications, it is imperative that everyone 
be mindful of deadlines.  Students must submit the necessary forms in a timely manner.  I ask that you refer 
to the due dates and Tech’s College Office deadlines which were supplied in the folders.  
 
Students should have requested letters of recommendation from two of their teachers. Please have your 
child submit any and all teacher evaluation forms from any school specific paper version applications along 
with their resume to the recommending teachers.  They are to bring the Secondary School Report forms, 
the yellow Check List and any envelopes necessary to the College Office prior to the established College 
Office’s deadlines.  Seniors who are contemplating taking additional SATs, SAT Subject Tests or ACTS the 
dates for administration and registration are as follows: 
 
     SAT and SAT Subject Tests 
Test Date   Registration    Late Registration 
November 5   October 7    October 21 
December 3   November 8    November 20 
There is still time to forward scores to colleges which have Regular Decision deadlines of Nov. and Dec.  
 
It is recommended that, at this time, become acquainted with the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid). Please log on to www.fafsa.ed.gov.  The student and one (1) parent must obtain a PIN number.  Please go 
to www.pin.ed.gov  before November; this will insure that you and your child will have your PIN numbers in time 
to submit the completed FAFSA after January 1st.  The College Office will host a Financial Aid information night 
for both students and parent/guardians on Thursday January 5th. 
 
I fully understand that this is can be a very stressful time for everyone concerned in this process.  I would like  
to assure you that we are all working together to accomplish this task with the least amount of anxiety.  If you  
or your student need any clarification on any part of this process, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Junior Parents/Guardians: 
A Junior/Parent Information Night is scheduled for October 6th at 7PM in the Salvatore Erato Auditorium.  This 
evening is schedule this early in the Junior year in order to become aware of the college search, selection and 
application process along with the scheduling of admission tests.  Please join us for what promises to be a very 
informative evening which will jump start the college search and selection process.   
  
Sophomore/Freshman Parents: 
It is never too early to start researching colleges and universities. Your child can use Naviance to check college 
and university home pages in order to become acquainted with admissions requirements.  Also research career 
options and consider possible college majors that will help them achieve their career goals. Have them keep a 
record of all co-curricular involvement, volunteer work, and employment by starting their resume on their Naviance 
account. 



 20 

Kristen Fusaro,  
COORDINATOR OF STUDENT AFFAIRS  

Kfusaro@schools.nyc.gov 
 
GET INVOLVED NEWSLETTER -- http://dl.dropbox.com/u/18615004/volume%201%2C%20issue%201.doc 
 
SIX FLAGS GREAT ADVENTURE FRIGHT FEST FOR MARCH OF DIMES  Trip on Friday, October 21st. We’ll leave right after 
school. Payment of $70, includes tickets and bus ($35 for Season Pass Holders). Purchase time from September 22ND to 
September 27th. There are a limited number of spots – purchase early! 
 
GET YOUR CLASS RING!  Juniors and seniors interested in purchasing class rings should meet with our Jostens ring 
representative, Mike Eisele.  He will be in the cafeteria on Wednesday, October 12th, to handle inquiries and take orders.  Ring 
samples will be available for viewing. 
 
COSTUME DANCE  There will be a Costume Dance held on Friday night, October 28th, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.  Tickets are $10 and 
may be purchased in advance or at the door. In an effort to aid the National Honors Society with their food drive, students who 
arrive with 5 cans of food will enter at a $5.00 admission.  Advanced purchases may leave their cans in the S.O. Store.  
Refreshments will be on sale at the dance.  Each Tech student may bring one non-Tech guest to the dance.  All students (Techies 
or not) must present student ID for admission.  Gift card for the best costume! (No costume required for the dance.) 
 
BLOOD DRIVE—PARENT/GUARDIAN DONORS NEEDED!!  We will be holding this year’s first semi-annual Blood Drive on 
Wednesday, October 26th, in the auditorium.  Students must be 16 years of age or older to donate, and all students must submit 
parental permission cards before donating (regardless of age).  All students must register by Friday, October 22nd, to donate.  YOU 
ARE WELCOME AND NEEDED TO DONATE!  The hours of the drive are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Please call Ms. Fusaro at (718) 667-
5725 ext. 652 with any questions.  No advance appointment is necessary for parent donors. 
 
SENIOR FEES DUE  Senior trip payments ($600 each) are due on October 4th  and November 4th.  Senior dues are due on October 
14th — $500 in full or $250 partial payment.  All checks should be made payable to Staten Island Technical High School.  Please 
indicate “senior dues” or “senior trip” with student’s name in the memo line of the check.  Thank you for your timely payments! 
 
FRESHMAN TRIP - Wicked and Ripley’s Believe-it-or-Not (January 7th) -- Payment #2 - $100, due on October 13th. Permission 
slips MUST be returned by October 3rd. 
 
JUNIOR TRIP – Hudson Valley Resort (1/27 – 1/29) – payment 1 (DEPOSIT) - $170, due Friday, October 7th, payment #2 due 
December 2nd - $150. Junior Trip Meeting on Monday, November 21st after 9th period in the auditorium. (All attending the trip MUST 
attend the meeting.) 

BREAST CANCER WALK – Sunday, October 16th at Clove Lakes Park. Sign up in the SO Office to walk, or support by purchasing 
ribbons and fundraising. 

NATIONAL SECURITY LANGUAGE INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH (NSLI-Y)The State Department’s National Security Language 
Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) provides merit-based scholarships to U.S. high school students and recent graduates interested in 
learning less-commonly studied foreign languages overseas.   http://exchanges.state.gov/youth/programs/nsli.html 

PHOTOS – 9th, 10th, and 11th grade photos will be on October 4th. Senior re-takes will begin on October 3rd. 

FUN-d-RAISERS! 
FIVE BELOW (located in the Hylan Commons Shopping Area, by New Dorp Lane and Hylan Boulevard) September 30 – October 2  
will be offering 10% money-back to Staten Island Tech when you shop during 9/30 – 10/2, You MUST have a flyer, which will be 
given out in English classes, or you can pick up extras in the SO Office.  
 
STOP & SHOP Earn cash for our school when you shop at Stop & Shop! Our school’s A+ School Rewards ID Code is 16931.  Visit 
www.stopandshop.com/aplus to register your card today! 
RED MANGO (located on Hylan Boulevard between Otis Avenue and Locust Avenue). Buy yogurt in Red Mango on EVERY 
WEDNESDAY IN OCTOBER, mention you’re from Tech, and we’ll get 10%! 
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Consultative Council Meeting - September 22, 2011 
 
Meeting was called to order. 
 
Upcoming Events 
The Red Ball Tournament will be held on September 22. 
Five Below is a bargain store on Hylan Blvd. 10% of purchases made at the store between 9/30 and 10/02  
will go to S.O. 
SITHS Open House is scheduled for 10/5 from 7 to 9pm. All volunteers should be report at 6pm.  
All grades are invited to Fright Fest at Six Flags on October 21 for $70. Donations go to the March of 
Dimes. 
 
Generating Interest 
Facebook, classroom fliers and third period leaders are unique ways to generate interest for various events. 
Facebook seems to be popular and therefore an effective way to promote events. 
It has been observed that the College Now classes offered at Tech during the Fall are not full. There is a 
lack of interest even though college credits are earned free of charge. 
 
Initiatives 
The Nutrition Committee is working toward assessing the calories consumed on the lunch menu.  
Announcements on Smart boards will soon be audio visual. Mr. Mazza is working on making Smart board 
more effective so that students can hear and see the announcements. 
Testing Schedules have become a stressful issue for students. The schedule for subject tests to be 
administered on fixed days of the week is not being followed and more than two quizzes are given on a 
single day. It was suggested that students talk to teachers about flexibility.   
 
NHS Update 
The kick off date for the food drive is October 28. It has been observed that competition between grades 
motivates students to get more canned foods. The food drive is geared for Thanksgiving but it also leads to 
the toy drive. 
Volunteers are needed for the SHSAT which will be held on October 29, 30 and November 5. Food will be 
provided for volunteers. It would be nice for students to wear the NHS collared T-shirts which are available 
for $5.  
 
Parent Update 
The Discipline Code has been distributed and explained to all students. 
Lunch Forms are mandatory for all students. Those who have not submitted them are required to bring the 
forms to the general office. Only one form is required for siblings. 
 
Administrative Collaboration 
Evacuation Drill will be held on Monday, September 26. School leaders are required to assist the teachers 
to obtain student cooperation to ensure a smooth operation. 
The Naviance website guides students how to get their attendance corrected. 
 
A petition was made for bike racks for students. Principal Maniscalco pointed out that the school does have 
a bike rack. However, due to the liability for accidents and theft, its use is not being encouraged.  
 
The next Consultative Council meeting will be held on October 20. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeanne Pymento 
Parent Representative 
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***************************************************************** 
 

HOLIDAY FAIR----HOLIDAY FAIR----HOLIDAY FAIR---HOLIDAY FAIR 
 

Saturday November 19th, 2011 
10 am to 4 pm 

 
 

Just an early reminder that Staten Island Tech’s annual HOLIDAY FAIR will be held on 
Saturday, November 19, 2011 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Vendor contracts will be going out 
shortly and we wish to give our Tech community the opportunity of first choice of tables 
(last year we developed quite a long waiting list). Please contact Marigold Hatgiagelakis at  
(718) 984-3359 for a contract.  Lots of people, fun, food and good times for all, kids and 
adults alike!  

 
***************************************************************** 
 

THE HOLIDAY FAIR NEEDS YOU! 
 

The Holiday Fair Basket Committee is accepting monetary donations to purchase items to fill our 
raffle baskets.  Let us do the shopping for you!!!  Gift certificates for stores and restaurants and 
new items that you may have at home but don’t need also make great additions to the baskets and 
would be greatly appreciated as well. 
 
Any gently used items are also requested for the “ATTIC TREASURES” tables. 

 
BAKE SALE!!! 

 
October 27 is the date for the PTA's next Bake Sale. Items will 

be sold outside the cafeteria during periods 4, 5 and 6. 
 
     
The proceeds of the October Bake Sale will be going to The PTA Holiday Fair.  Please contact 
Pam Kelter at pkelter2000@yahoo.com if your club wants to participate in a future Bake Sale. 
 

 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
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NEWSLETTER  DEADLINE 

 
Deadline for the November 2011 Newsletter is Wednesday October 26th. 

Please e-mail all submissions to MiniMac62@aol.com by 4:00 PM. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Newsletter Editorial Committee 
Dawn Macchia        

Kathy Chin  
Erin O’Malley 

 
 

 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 
 
 

BAKERS NEEDED 
 

Do you love to bake?  Then we need you for the PTA Baking Committee.  Several times 
during the course of the school year we need to provide baked goods to a large crowd.  
Here’s how you can help.   If you would be willing to bake an item (or maybe two) when 

needed, simply e-mail me at MiniMac62@aol.com with your name and phone number.  We 
will contact you at least one week before baked goods are needed. Thanks for stepping up! 

 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

FOR JUNIOR PARENTS ONLY 
Graduation Reception … Please Keep the Tradition Going 

 
Every year the parents of the Junior Class at Staten Island Technical High School sponsor and 
host a reception for the graduates of the Senior Class and their families immediately following the 
graduation ceremony. This Graduation Reception has become one of the wonderful and 
cherished traditions here at Tech.  
 
If you have not already done so, we are asking each Junior family to contribute $10 to cover the 
expenses of this event. Please mail in your contribution to the S.I. Tech PTA Office and mark it 
“Graduation Reception.” Be sure to include your child’s name as well. You may also place it, via 
your child, in the PTA mailbox. (Checks should be made payable to “S.I. Technical H.S. PTA”)  
Your generous contribution assists us in continuing this fine tradition.  Remember…next year your 
child will be a Senior. Thanks so much for your generosity! 
 
. 
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.  

ST. JOSEPH HILL ACADEMY 
850 Hylan Blvd. S. I. 10305 

 

   
 

 
 

 
DRIVER EDUCATION 

GET YOUR SENIOR LICENSE AT 17!  
CALL 

Office: (718) 356-0879 
Cell: (718) 614-7005 

• Approved New York State Blue Card Course 
• Dual Controlled Air Conditioned Automobiles 
• Must be 16 years old  by  Sept 15th  (Fall session) or  Feb 1st  (Spring session)  
• Save 10% - 15% on Auto Insurance 
• Teaching Teenagers to Drive for over 30 Years!!!!!!! 
• NO PERMIT NEEDED--JUST CALL and ENROLL or come to register at 

St. Joseph Hill Academy from 3-5pm Wednesdays and Thursdays 
• $250 deposit—Total cost $480 cash, check, or Money Order. 
 

APPLICATION 
 

Name(last)________________(first)____________________(Mi)____ 
Address________________________________________Apt________Zip_______ 
Birth Date_________________Phone____________________ 
Grade____________High School   ____________________________ 
 

I HEREBY GIVE MY CHILD PERMISSION TO ENROLL IN THE DRIVER EDUCATION COURSE OFFERED BY 
ST. JOSEPH HILL ACADEMY.  IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT BOTH PARTS OF THE COURSE MUST BE 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED TO QUALIFY FOR CERTIFICATION. 

 

 
SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN  ______________________________________ 
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CONTRACT  FOR  ADVERTISEMENT 

 
Staten Island Technical High School PTA NEWSLETTER 

 
Date:___________ 
 
Contact Person’s Name:__________________________________________ 
Signature______________________________________________________ 
Name of Company/Organization___________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
Telephone:______________________e-mail_________________________ 
 
 Rates:    Full Page             $30.00 per month  (6 x 7 ½ inches) 

  Half Page           $20.00 per month  (6 x 3 ¾ inches) 
  Business Card    $15.00 per month 

 
Signature_______________________Total amount enclosed    $________ 
 

Please circle the months you desire to advertise. 
Sept     Oct     Nov     Dec    Jan     Feb     Mar      Apr     May     June 

 
Make checks payable to: 

Staten Island Technical High School PTA 
 
Mail payments to:          Staten Island Technical High School PTA 
    485 Clawson Street 

Staten Island, New York 10306 
    718 667-5725 
    Attn:  Newsletter 
 

Please attach a copy of your advertisement or business card. 
If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Macchia    

MiniMac62@aol.com 
 

***Please note that the PTA Newsletter is published at the beginning of each month so that your 
ad must reach us by the 3rd week of the prior month. Limited space---first come/first served.  Send 
black and white artwork---limited halftones. 
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WANTED…           
 

Monetary Donations/ Gift Certificates           
New Gift Items Needed 

For Staten Island Tech PTA 
 

HOLIDAY FAIR 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2011  
10AM – 4PM 

 
 

INVITE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS!   
BRING THE KIDS! FUN FOR ALL! 

 
PRIZES…….RAFFLES…….REFRESHMENTS 

 

Let us do the shopping for you! 
The Committee needs your help with monetary donations to purchase  

gift items to fill the Raffle Baskets. 
We also appreciate any donations of gift certificates and new items. 

 
WE COUNT ON THE GENEROSITY OF OUR PARENTS TO  

MAKE EACH EVENT SUCCESSFUL. 
ALL PROCEEDS FROM FUNDRAISING GO BACK TO THE  

SCHOOL AND YOUR CHILDREN! 

Vendors: $40 per table/ $35 for multiples. Contact: Marigold 
Hatgiagelakis (718) 984-3359 
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STATEN ISLAND TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL PTA 
485 Clawson Street 

Staten Island, NY  10306 
 

HOLIDAY FAIR 
Saturday, November 20, 2010 

10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
 

VENDOR CONTRACT 
 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________ZIP:___________ 
 
TELEPHONE: ________________________EMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________ 
 
MERCHANDISE SOLD ________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 I agree to rent a 6-foot table at Staten Island Technical High School PTA’s 2010 Holiday 
Fair at a cost of $40.00 per table. (Two or more tables cost $35.00 per table.) I understand that a 
confirmation will be sent upon receipt of payment in full, to be made no later than October 21, 
2011. (If email address has been provided, the confirmation will be sent via email.) 
 
Number of tables _______________Amount enclosed_______________________________ 
 
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________DATE:_________ 
 
Each year we hold a special raffle for our vendors. We ask each vendor to donate one item. We 
place them into several baskets that are raffled off periodically throughout the day for vendors 
only. It has been a big hit at our fair and a lot of fun for the vendors. We hope you will participate. 
 
_____I will donate one item to be used for the raffle table. 
 
Please make checks payable to:      S.I. Tech PTA 
 
Please mail your payment to: Marigold Hatgiagelakis 

361 Loretto Street 
     Staten Island, NY 10307 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (718) 984-3359 or email me at 
marigoldmaratos@gmail.com. Thank you for your interest in participating in our HOLIDAY FAIR. 
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Staten	
  Island	
  Technical	
  High	
  School	
  Parent-­‐Teacher	
  Association	
  
List	
  of	
  Tentative	
  Dates	
  for	
  the	
  2011	
  -­‐	
  2012	
  Academic	
  Year	
  

(please	
  check	
  Naviance	
  &	
  www.siths.org	
  website	
  for	
  updates)	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Date	
   	
   Day	
  of	
  Week	
   	
   Time	
   	
   Event	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

October	
  3,	
  2011	
   	
  Monday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Holiday	
  Fair	
  Basket	
  Prep	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  5,	
  2011	
   	
  Wednesday	
   	
  6:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  Open	
  House	
  for	
  Interested	
  Students	
  
October	
  6,	
  2011	
   	
  Thursday	
   	
  6:30	
  p.m.	
   	
  Junior	
  Parent	
  Information	
  night	
  

October	
  11,	
  2011	
   	
  Tuesday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Holiday	
  Fair	
  Basket	
  Prep	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  12,	
  2011	
   	
  Wednesday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Zumba	
  Class	
  
October	
  13,	
  2011	
   	
  Thursday	
   	
  6:30	
  p.m.	
  	
   	
  PTA	
  Executive	
  Board	
  Meeting	
  -­‐	
  Principal's	
  Consultation	
  
October	
  13,	
  2011	
   	
  Thursday	
   	
  7:15	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  General	
  Membership	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  17,	
  2011	
   	
  Monday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Holiday	
  Fair	
  Basket	
  Prep	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  18,	
  2011	
   	
  Tuesday	
   	
  4:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  School	
  Leadership	
  Team	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  18,	
  2011	
   	
  Tuesday	
   	
  6:30	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Parent	
  Initiative	
  Committee	
  Meeting	
  (PIC)	
  
October	
  19,	
  2011	
   	
  Wednesday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Zumba	
  Class	
  
October	
  25,	
  2011	
   	
  Tuesday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Holiday	
  Fair	
  Basket	
  Prep	
  Meeting	
  
October	
  26,	
  2011	
   	
  Wednesday	
   	
  4:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  Deadline	
  for	
  PTA	
  Newsletter	
  Submissions	
  
October	
  26,	
  2011	
   	
  Wednesday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  PTA	
  Zumba	
  Class	
  
October	
  27,	
  2011	
   	
  Thursday	
   	
  6:30	
  p.m.	
   	
  Parent	
  Teacher	
  Conferences	
  (evening)	
  
October	
  28,	
  2011	
   	
  Friday	
   	
  12:30	
  p.m.	
   	
  Parent	
  Teacher	
  Conferences	
  (afternoon)	
  
October	
  28,	
  2011	
   	
  Friday	
   	
  7:00	
  p.m.	
   	
  SO	
  Halloween	
  Costume	
  Dance	
  

 
 
 

ATTENTION: Parents and 7th  & 8th Grade Siblings 
 

SHSAT: Private Home One-to-One Tutoring from an Actual 
Standardized Test Writer 

 
Tutoring Also Available for  

TACHS, ITBS, ISEE, HSPT, ELA and Math State Tests,  
PSAT, SAT,  

and Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Math Regents 
 

Customized Instruction and Strategies for Your Child’s Specific Needs with  
Progress Reports as Needed 

 
*********Call********* 

 
Stephanie Spano                      (718) 668-0444 
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“Willingness to Serve” Form for 2011-2012  Staten Island Tech PTA  
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
The PTA is now planning for the 2011-2012 school year.  Volunteers are a vital part of our 
successful parent group.  We would love to have you join us in the fall as we work together to 
continue making Staten Island Technical High School a wonderful place for our children.  
  
Please complete this form if you are: 

1) Interested in becoming an Executive Committee member. 
  2) Interested in volunteering on a special committee. 
 
PTA members will be expected to attend monthly meetings and actively support fundraising 
activities on a regular basis.  Executive Committee members MUST serve actively on one or more 
committees.  
 
Please Print: First Name ________________Last Name_______________________ 
Address____________________________________________Zip______________ 
Phone______________________________Occupation_______________________ 
Email (please print CLEARLY) _________________________________________ 
Child’s Grade in September 2011:  Fresh    Soph    Junior    Senior (please circle) 
Describe previous PTA involvement (if any): ______________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please add anything else you feel might be helpful in getting to know you: ______________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____I am interested in Chairing a committee. Please list: _____________________________ 
_____I can only volunteer for the special committee(s) as noted below. 
I am available to volunteer: _______days ______evenings _____both 
 
I would like to serve on the following committees:  
 
__Social Events (i.e. College Night, Freshman Orientation Night, Open House, Dance Chaperone,  
     Student Recognition Breakfasts, Hospitality/Refreshments - baking, serving) 
 ,  
__Fundraisers (i.e. Holiday Fair – vendors, soliciting for and assembling baskets; Fashion Show -      

arranging for model clothing and fittings, soliciting for and assembling baskets; Charity 
Volleyball Game 

 
__PTA Sub-Committees (i.e. Field Committee, Audit Committee, Parent Initiative Committee) 
 
__Parent Representative to School Committees: (Please check all that you are interested in): 
    ___School Safety and Attendance    ___Health and Fitness    ___Consultative Council 
    ___Federation Delegate  ___Newsletter Sports Liaison 
 
Sometimes parents who own a business are willing to donate to PTA events. If you own a business 
and are willing to do this, what type of donations can you offer? ____________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PTA COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 
Audit Committee: Perform a review of the financial records of the PTA and report back to the general 
membership as to whether the accounts have been properly recorded, reconciled, and reported. 
 
Baking Committee: Baking or buying baked goods for all large functions at Tech including Open House 
and NHS Installation. 
 
Consultative Council: Monthly morning meeting with Principal, Coordinator of Student Activities, and 
Student Organization addressing issues concerning the students at Tech. 
 
Fashion Show:  Spring event with preparations beginning in January. Evening meetings, raffle baskets, 
coordinate senior student models, journal ads, solicitations. 
 
Federation Delegate: Represent Tech at monthly morning meetings with S I Federation of PTAs.  Report 
back to PTA meeting.  Learn about special events and Chancellor’s regulations regarding PTAs. 
 
Field Renovation Committee: Responsible for work on continuing process of renovating the Staten Island 
Tech sports field(s). Write letters to local politicians and other possible backers, gain awareness and support 
and meet with appropriate parties to help gain funding for renovation. 
 
PTA Representative on School Health Committee : Monthly morning meeting with Principal, AP, Faculty 
and SO addressing healthy lifestyles, drug, alcohol and smoking abuse, fitness, HIV/AIDS, and other health 
issues related to students. 
 
Holiday Fair: Saturday in late November or early December.  Preparations begin in September.  Evening 
meetings, raffle baskets, solicitations of vendors (75) to sell goods, café serving hot food donated by Tech 
families.  Setup is Friday afternoon. 
 
Hospitality Committee: Host, set up and clean up refreshments for various meetings, including Executive 
Committee and General PTA meetings, and special events, including Freshman Orientation, Open House, 
National Honor Society.  Chairperson keeps an inventory of supplies (coffee, plastic ware, napkins, cups, 
plates, etc) and orders when needed.  Days/evenings. 
 
Open House/Student Recognition: Responsible for setting up and serving refreshments at the Open House 
and Student Recognition breakfasts in September and June at 6:30 a.m. 
 
Parent Initiative Committee: Work on the implementation of both short and long term parent –generated 
ideas and see them through to completion to enrich the education of our students. Some examples: College 
Bus Tours, SAT practice tests at Tech, etc. 
 
Public Relations:  Promote Tech in the Staten Island Advance and other community publications.  Call the 
Advance and other local newspapers and publications with PTA events.  Be creative with other avenues of 
publicity and parent involvement. 
 
PTA Representative on School Safety/Attendance Committee: Monthly day meeting with Principal, AP, 
staff, SO addressing school safety and security issues.  Discuss attendance, lateness, cutting, dress code 
policies, building projects, etc. 
 
Sports Liaison: Liaison between teams and Newsletter editor.  Reports team results, upcoming games etc. 
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VARSITY FOOTBALL 
 

The MSIT Varsity Football season started with a forfeit from Adlai Stevenson HS. On September 17th the 
Varsity Team trounced KIPP NYC 48 Ð 6. MSIT’s Ivan Cooper returned the opening kickoff 71 yards to pay 
dirt and MSIT compiled 204 rushing yards on just 21 plays from scrimmage en route to a season-opening.  
Charles D'Onigbinde led the Sea Gulls balanced rushing attack with 53 yards and a pair of TDs, while 
Manny Johnson (50 yards) and Nick Sanso had one rushing touchdown apiece. In addition, Kristian Larsen 
(53 yards) and Johnson (23 yards) both returned fumbles for scores. Kamil Mafoud (sack), Dylan Romero 
and Larsen also turned in strong games defensively for MSIT. 
After being postponed because of rain, MSIT blew past Stuyvesant 52 Ð 12 on Sunday September 25th. 
Upcoming Varsity Games… Come support the PSAL Cup Champions! 
Oct. 2nd  12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. South Shore 
Oct. 9th   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. Franklin K. Lane 
Oct 15th   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. Information Technology 
Oct. 29th  11AM  @Evander Childs High School 
Nov. 6th  12:30PM @ Petrides 
Nov. 12th   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. William Bryant 
  
** story information was obtained through silive.com 

 
JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL 

 
The MSIT JV Football started the season with a 38 – 6 win over Stuyvesant. The home opener was led by Tom 
LoPresti who scored 2 touchdowns. Ralph Fracchiolla, Justin Tufaro and Aaron Ruberstein also ran in touchdowns. 
The defense led the way with a shutout until the final play of the game. The Seagulls won 38-6. 
Upcoming JV Games… Come support the team! 
 
Oct. 1st   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. Benjamin N. Cardozo 
Oct. 10th   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. Franklin K. Lane 
Oct 16th   11AM  @ Bayside HS  vs. Information Technology 
Oct. 23rd   11AM  @ Alfred E. Smith 
Oct. 30th   11AM  @ Evander Childs 
Nov. 5th  1PM  @ Petrides 
Nov. 13th   12PM  @ SI Tech  vs. KIPP NYC College Prep 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 

FORE! 
 

Congratulations to the MSIT Girls Golf Varsity Team, for a great start to a new season! They are currently 2-
1, with victories over Petrides and New Dorp! The team consists of 8 talented girls, led by Coach Jessica 
Ragucci: Good Luck with the rest of the season! 
 
- Hannah Youssef – Sophomore                     .- Marina Kanakos - Junior 
- Kaitlyn Astel - Senior                                      - Stephanie Lombardo - Senior 
- Elena Katsanos - Senior                                - Mariella Romero - Junior  
- Ashley Grado - Junior                                    - Taylor Castro - Freshman 
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     Mark your calendars… 
 

   Staten Island Tech Homecoming 
   November 12th 

 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL TEAM PARENTS! 

GET INVOLVED AND SUPPORT THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR ATHLETES! 

 
 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.siths.org 

FOR DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Newsletter compiled by Kathy Chin 
Proofread by Gina Angelico 


